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Republic of 1he P,hilippines 

• Deportment' of'He~lth 

OFFICE OF ~HE SECRETARY 

;, . SMI \AZA..RO COMPOUND 

Rf?-Al/A\IENUE, STA. CRUZ 
MANILA PHILIPPINES 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER' 
No. 'l s. 1997 

May 10, 1997 

. TEL NO. 711.00.80 

. . ·' 

SUBJECT: Amendment to Administrative Order No. 18 s. 1995 

regarding the Guidelines· in the Management ofHIV/AIDS 

Patients in the Hospital. ·· 

Administrative'-Order No. 18 s. 1995 is hereby amended ~o include the foll~~ing provisions: 

I. CRlTERIA IN THE SELECTION OF HIV/AIDS CORE TEAM (HA<;:T)LEADER 

· AND MEMBERS: . 

. 
A. Team Leader 

I. 

2. 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

The HACT leader shall be chosen on the basis of the following ctiteri~: 

Commitment to accept responsibilities and perform the tasks of a HA€T 

leader; 
High level of knowledge of the program, including positive attitude · . • ·. 

particularly towards the program's 'clients; 

Preferably an infectious disease consultant or an internist with a pernianent . 

medical specialist position in the hospital; .:·:.\ / 

Preferably has a direct involvement in the care and management of pat~~nts 
in the hospital; and · · 

· Willingness to undergo training on the clinical care and inanagemenfof 

HIV/AIQS patients. 

B. . · . ·· Team Members 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The HACT members shall be chosen on the basis of the following criteri<F . . 

Commitment to accept responsibilities and perform the tasks ofHACT . ·· 
·' 

members; 
With permanent position, either resident physicians or specialists from <?ther 

· departments; and 
Willingness to undergo training on the Clinical care and management of 

HIV/AIDS patients. 

II. PERFORMANCE OF HIV/AIDS SCREENING TEST: 

l. Suspected HIV/AIDS patient shall undergo HIV antibody testing with a.written infom1ed. 

consent after a pre~test counseling. Post-teSt counseling shall be provided to all patients 

who underwent the procedure. 

1 . l The written informed consent shall be signed by the patie~t himself. · 
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a. Patient> s incapacity bpt ~own to possess. a risky behaviour 
b. Below 18 years of age.. · 

· 2. The_scr~ening t~si can be undertaken in the absence ofthe nearest kin provided that the 
following conditions are met: . 

2.1 
2.2 

Test is undertaken for the purpose of managing the opportunistic infection. 
There is a written justification from the attending physici'an which is duly 
noted by the medical director ofthe hospital. . , 

III. REFERRAL/NETWORKING SYSTEM: 

i. ' The referring hospital shall be responsible for the following: 

a) 

c) 

'\,' 

· The attending physician shall take care'ofinforming the pati~ni 
or the immediate relatives for the mentally deranged patients, '· 
about the patient's HIV serostatus. 
A clinical abstract shall be p.repared and fornarded to the HACT of 
the receiving 'hospitaL A directory of the HACT leaders aria·· 
members shall be provided to both private and government.-. · 
hospitals through the Philippine Hospi~ls Association (PHA). Strict 
confidentiality shall be observed in the process of.referral. · 
Jf possible, the attending physician shall communicate with the. 
receiving HACT leader for endorsement. 

2. The receiving hospital shall be responsible for the follo'Ying: 

a) 

b) 

Confinnation of the HIV serostatus of the referred patientih'~9ugh 
proper coordination with RITM or BRL. . ...... 
Admission of the patient in the hospital shall be according to":·· · 
presenting clinical problem, regardless of the patient's HIV : 
serostatus. 

All other provisions which are not affected by this amendment shall remain in elfect. 

'ORIGINAL SIGNED 
. . .... ---·---

CARMENCITA NORIEGA-REODICA, MD MPH CESO II 
Secretary of Health . J 

~ 
1'ltU '!"-.... 

,. ' 
: .. 

:' 


